
An Intersectional and Multi -Disciplinary Look 

at Elder Mistreatment and the African 

American Community: Sharing New Resources 
and Strategies for Impact



Housekeeping

ÅAll attendees will enter the meeting in listen-only mode.
Å If you have questions, type them in the box below.We will 

address as many as possible during the Q&A session at the 
conclusion of the presentation.

ÅPresentation recording and materials will be made available via 
the Training Resources on Elder Abuse www.trea.usc.edu

Å¸ƻǳǊ ŦŜŜŘōŀŎƪ ƳŀǘǘŜǊǎΗ !ŦǘŜǊ ǿŜ ŎƻƴŎƭǳŘŜ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ǿŜōƛƴŀǊ 
please follow the link to complete our brief survey.
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http://www.trea.usc.edu/


Goal of the National Center on Elder Abuse

To improve the national response to elder abuse, neglect, and 

exploitation by gathering, housing, disseminating, and stimulating 

innovative, validated methods of practice, education, research, 

and policy.
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We are here to ensure that older adults live with dignity and honor 
and are free from abuse, neglect, and exploitation.
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Webinar Objectives
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ÅDiscuss the intersectional and transgenerational impact of 

racism, classism, and gender on African American elders

ÅDescribe trauma - informed, culturally competent legal services

ÅShare strategies, resources, and supports to help older African 

Americans navigate intersectional traumas in later life



Can Use of Intersectionality Theory 

Improve Research and Programs 
for Elder Mistreatment in the African American Community?

DonnaBenton,PhD
AssociateResearchProfessorof Gerontology

Director,USCFamilyCaregiverSupportCenter/LACRC
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Intersectionality,n.

The interconnected nature of social 
categorizations such as 

Årace 

Åclass,  

Ågender 

regarded as creating overlapping 
and interdependent systems of 
discrimination or disadvantage;

a theoretical approach based on 
such a premise. (Oxford Dictionary)

Kimberlé Crenshaw, law professor 
and social theorist, first coined the 
term intersectionality in her 1989 
paperά5ŜƳŀǊƎƛƴŀƭƛȊƛƴƎ ¢ƘŜ 
Intersection Of Race And Sex: A 
Black Feminist Critique Of 
Antidiscrimination Doctrine, 
Feminist Theory And Antiracist 
tƻƭƛǘƛŎǎΦέ
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http://chicagounbound.uchicago.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1052&context=uclf


Source: Healthy People 2030, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Office of Disease Prevention and Health Promotion.Retrieved [date graphic was accessed], from 
https:// health.gov/healthypeople/objectives-and-data/social-determinants-health
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